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History of the uropean student card 

2012-2013 

Signing of a protocol 
of intent, then 
bilateral Franco-
Italian agreements 
between 
Fondazione ENDISU, 
ANDISU and Cnous 

Novembre 2013 

Exchanges between 
the Cnous and the 
CPU on the 
European Student 
Card 

Décembre 2015 

Signature of a MOU 
between 4 countries 
(Germany, Ireland, 
Italy, France) 

Exchanges within 
ECStA 

2016 

Institutional 
structuring at 
European level 

-> Erasmus + 
Strategic Partnership 
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Political successes 

A European Area of Education should include: 

•Making mobility a reality for all: by building on the positive 
experiences of the Erasmus+ programme and the European 
Solidarity Corps and expanding participation in them as well 
as by creating an EU Student Card to offer a new user-friendly 

way to store information on a person's academic records; 

Strengthening European Identity through 
Education and Culture The Commission’s 
Contribution to the Leaders’ Working Lunch 
Gothenburg, 17 November 2017 
#FutureOfEurope #EURoad2Sibiu 

MAKING MOBILITY A REALITY FOR ALL 

Ensure that all mobile students have an EU 
student eCard to facilitate their application to 
any school or university in the EU. ▶ Double 
the number of young people in the EU 
participating in Erasmus+ (from 3.7% to 7.5%), 
which will require a budget of EUR 29.4 billion 
for the period 2021-2027. 
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https://ec.europa.eu/commission/sites/beta-political/files/leaders-working-lunch-mobility_en.pdf


Political successes 

We also note with interest the current “European student card”  

EU pilot project,  

which could potentially be broadened  

 

to support and facilitate student mobility throughout the entire EHEA. 
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http://www.aef.info/assets/medias/documents/4/6/465896_prv.jpeg


Political successes 

ROME, 2020: EMPHASIS ON THE SOCIAL DIMENSION AND DIGITAL IN EHEA 
november 19, 2020, the Rome communique 
 
WE ASK TO MAP THE EXISTING AND FIND NEW SOLUTIONS TO IMPROVE THE 
INTEROPERABILITY OF DIGITAL SYSTEMS AND THE EXCHANGE OF STUDENT AND 
INSTITUTION DATA IN FULL RESPECT OF CONFIDENTIALITY AND SECURITY, TAKING INTO 
ACCOUNT THE EXPERIENCES OF THE INITIATIVE OF THE EUROPEAN STUDENT CARD AND 
OTHER INITIATIVES ”. 
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Erasmus 2021-2027 

Potential tripling of the budget to: 

• Foster the European Education Area 

• Support higher volume of mobilities 

• Develop European Universities   

• Achieve more inclusion and bigger impact   

 

European Student Card Initiative 



Principles 
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• By supporting bottom up projects that work together 

towards achieving the objectives of the initiative: 

 

• Single online entry point for higher education 

institutions 

 

• Single online entry point for students 

 

• Developing unique European student identifier  and 

secure online authentication services 

 

• Turning existing student cards into European  

Student Cards 
 

 
 



European Student Card Initiative 

Digitalising student mobility 
administration processes to 

increase quality and enable more 
mobilities 

Rolling out the “European Student Card” 
and enabling mobile students to gain 
access to campus and other services 
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Supporting bottom-up projects 

• Erasmus Without Paper 
• Digitising administrative processes, secure data transfer 

between higher education institutions, and single entry point 
for administrators 

• Erasmus+ Mobile App 
• Single entry point for students 

• MyAcademicID 
• Developing unique student identity numbers and secure 

online authentication services 

• European Student Card project 
• Turning existing student cards into European  

Student Cards 
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• Specifying a new standard for unique European 
Student Identifier (ESI) numbers 

• Developing system to enable students to securely 
identify and authenticate themselves online, linked to 
EU-wide eIDAS citizen online authentication service 

• Enables universities to trust the student data sent from 
other institutions and by students themselves 

• In France, builds on existing national student identifier 
scheme 

• Final specifications due in spring 2020. 
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Roll out of the European student card initiative 

NO unified tools pack at this point 

  necessary parallel tools adoption 

 

• Tool box ESC: for information systems directors  

• Dashboard and Erasmus+ tools: for IROs and IS  

• My Academic ID, roll out via Identity federation: for 
information systems directors  
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European student card 
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European Student card 
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• ESI - European Student Identifier 
 

Country Code (ISO3166-1) + Institution Code + Local student number 
 
Example: FR-999859608-1234567890GESCN 

 

• ESCN - European Student Card Number  
 Local generation without connection required 
 Uniqueness of algorithm guaranteed number (RFC-4122) 
 Library available for .NET and Java 
 Example: 6a01dfc0-cb98-1035-a19b-001999859608 

 

European Student Card identifiers 
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Available option for interoperability 
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Assurance 

Authentification Identification 

Identification et Authentification 

Complémentarité 
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https://wiki.geant.org/display/SM/European+Student+Identifier  

European Student Identifier (ESI) 

Espace de nom pour l’ESI Code 
Pays 

Identifiant étudiant 
national  

(ex: INE en France) 

Un identifiant étudiant globalement unique :  

  En France basé sur l’identifiant national étudiant (INE) : 

urn:schac:personalUniqueCode:int:esi: fr: 1234567890G 
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https://wiki.geant.org/display/SM/European+Student+Identifier


https://wiki.geant.org/display/SM/European+Student+Identifier  

European Student Identifier (ESI) 

Basé sur un identifiant local (établissement) : 

Espace de nom pour l’ESI Identifiant 
étudiant local à  
l’établissement 

Nom de domaine de 
l’ établissement 

(schacHomeOrganization) 

Pour les pays sans identifiant national :  

urn:schac:personalUniqueCode:int:esi: auth.gr: 23456790F 
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https://wiki.geant.org/display/SM/European+Student+Identifier


Université de Normandie 
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University College Cork 
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Université Paris Nanterre 
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Ecole Polytechnique 
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University of South Bohemia 
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Karlsruhe Institute of Technology 
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Campus Card Berlin 
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https://gecored.newstank.fr/IMAGEMANAGER/image/77aadfe11714e04d81135f22ce21109b/700/724/large_exemple-carte-europeenne-etudiant.jpg


Universidad de Malaga 
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Albania 15  
Andorra 1 
Austria 1 
Belgium 10 
Bulgaria 1 
Cyprus 1 
Croatia 1 
Czech Republic 10 
Denmark 1 
Finland 2 
France 144 
Germany 20 
Greece 3 
Hungary 3 
Italy 16 
Ireland 2 
Latvia 1 
Luxemburg 3 
Portugal 10 
Romania 1 
Spain 3 
Sweden 1 

22 countries – 250 institutions 



National ESCI Users’ group 
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   Students cards use cases and services Steering group 
Example of an ESC page on the university's website:  https://www.ucc.ie/en/esc/ 

https://www.ucc.ie/en/esc/
https://www.ucc.ie/en/esc/
https://www.ucc.ie/en/esc/


European Student Card 

• Student Interface  

• Convergence : allow to student to access their account 

with Edugain credential 

• Authentification of federation of identity 

 

 

 

•                   My academic ID 

 

• Dimension eIDAS : CEF program unded 

• Off campus services, link between student eID and Citizen 

eID 
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Use cases 

• Student centered 

 

• Seamless access to service with home card 

• Examples 

 Catering in university restaurants 

 Culture (contests, ticketing,…) 

 Izly, e payment system… 

 Badges access control 

 Libraries 

 

• Usages off campus 

 Public Transport  

 Pass culture 

 Sports… 
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Use cases 

Services on lineVs Usage of the cards on site 

 

• My academic ID on line services around Erasmus + use 

cases 

• Data exchange between HEI 

 

• Future: beyond Erasmus any on line service 

 

• Infrastructure (DSI)  

 

o SSP 

o Students 

 

• Next step: seamless access to services beyond diversity 

of cards technologies: EDSSI 2 
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DEVELOPMENT OF SERVICES 
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Example : Normandie University 
 
• Facilitate the arrival of international students  
• Way to access the their accomodation. 
• Link with booking center runned by Cnous-Crous 
 
"Leokey" application  
(a generic identifier for all our access control system) to be 
writen on foreign cards.  
 
- Use a solution to manage keys exchange mechanism (such as an extension of the 

ESC router) with an adapted security level  
- Map our informations exchange between booking centres (CROUS), HEI (in 
Normandy but above all with Europeans partners) ... 



National Committee for the Student Card and its Uses 
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website https://www.cnceu.fr/ 
 

created in 2013 to contribute to the deployment of  
 multiservice cards in higher education institutions,  
 European student card,  
 nationwide services such as Izly electronic payment  
 National public procurement 
 Opensource tools: CMS 
 Exchange of good practices 
 European cooperation 

 
 
 
  
 

https://www.cnceu.fr/
https://www.cnceu.fr/


National ESCI Users’ group 
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   2020 October, 28-29 launch meeting 
 

 Build a shared representation of ESCI 
 Promote operational implementation and support HEIs 
 Roadmap 
 

 5 actions 
 5 task forces 
 

 governance lobbying:  make policy makers understand the issues 
 Internal lobbying: cooperation between university components 

Erasmus Dashboard  
 ESI implementation guide 
 Student cards use cases and services 



National ESCI Users’ group 
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   Students cards use cases and services Steering group 

Multiple  
ESC Roll out 
initiatives 
 
 

 European Universities Alliances 
 Erasmus+ project of implementation of ESC 

 
 EDUC EDUCARD 
 EUGLOH work package  
 EC2U 
 UNITE 
 SEA-EU 

 
 

 EU Student Card Extension and Adoption - ESC-tension” 
 
 



National ESCI Users’ group 
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   Students cards use cases and services Steering group 

Cards /Services 
internal groups 

HEI 
 
 

 give visibility to the services developed 
 define the priority services useful for reception 
 define the priority services useful for attractiveness 
 Internal dialogue between card management system and users 
 create an ESC page on the university's website 
 share best practices 
 Dialogue with services providers off campus 

 



Institutional structure: France 

• Steering committee ESC-Fr 

 

• Cnous : ESC Support 
<esc.support@cnous.fr> 

 

•  https://www.cnceu.fr/ 

 

• Users’ group, national erasmus + agency 

 

• NREN: Renater 
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DEVELOPMENT OF SERVICES 
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My Academic ID 
 
EDSSI 
 
Beyond : e card and more services 
 



 

 

 

• Services integration platform for: 

• Recognition of  the student along his career from high school to 

university 

•  « once oly principle » sustainability of  informations to assert rights 

• integration of  any new and its visiblity for the students 

• Backing onto the portal  http://etudiant.gouv.fr   

The digital transformation in France ; 

the essential services 

 

INE long life learning 

http://etudiant.gouv.fr/


 

 

The digital transformation in France ; 

the essential services 

MesServices.etudiant.gouv  

Guichet unique 
- Près  de 2,5M 

de comptes 
étudiant actifs ( 

par an)   

IZLY : monétique restauration  

Accès à la 
restauration 

- Près  de 1,5M 
de comptes 

étudiant actif s( 
par an)   

Contribution vie étudiante 

Bourses et aides 

Bourses et aide 
Plus de 1,2M 

de dossiers par 
an  

CVEC 
Près de 2,2M  

de dossiers par 
an   



 

 

The digital transformation by Les Crous 
 

Social equity  

Simplification and efficiency of service 

« digital native » users’ culture 

The single desk principle 

mobility  

 

 

Jobaviz 

LoKAviz 

Any SP from HE community 

 

The digital transformation in France ; 

the essential services 



 

 

Booking center for accomodation 

 

 

Agreement HEI – Crous 

Accomodation available 

University assigns room to student 

Student accepts or refuses 

 

Online process 

electronic lease and appointment 

setting for keys 

 

 

The digital transformation in France ; 

the essential services 



recommendations 
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 CNCEU cooperation with card managers in other member 
states 
 

 Share good practices 
 

 Users group cooperation 
 

 Cooperation Erasmus NA with conferences of rectors 
 

 Share tools, communication kits, training modules 
 

 Specific webinar for European Universities 



Contacts : 
Jean-Paul Roumegas 

jean-paul.Roumegas@cnous.fr 

François Pradal 

francois.Pradal@cnous.fr 

 

esc.support@cnous.fr 

 

https://europeanstudentcard.eu  
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